
Resolution in Support of the Do No Harm 
Act  

WHEREAS, the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) was passed over two decades ago by Congress, and 
was celebrated by many civil rights organizations as a law that was designed to protect minority religious groups’ 
constitutional right to exercise their religious beliefs; and  

WHEREAS, RFRA prohibits the federal government from “substantially burden[ing]” a person’s religious exercise 
unless doing so is the least restrictive means of furthering a compelling governmental interest; and  

WHEREAS, RFRA’s original intent is now being distorted and used to justify discrimination, with some success in 
recent court cases (most notably, in Burwell v. Hobby Lobby Stores, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that RFRA 
exempts closely-held, for-profit corporations from complying with the Affordable Care Act’s contraception 
mandate based on the company’s religious beliefs ); and 1  

WHEREAS, in October 2017, the Department of Justice issued religious liberty guidelines requiring federal 
agencies to interpret RFRA to go further, declaring that “RFRA too might require an exemption or accommodation 
for religious organizations from anti-discrimination law...even where Congress has not expressly exempted 
religious organizations.”, which could open the door for widespread, religious-based discrimination against 
women, LGBT people, people of minority faiths and races, and others in a variety of contexts ; and 2  

WHEREAS, using justification from RFRA, the Trump administration earlier this year granted a request from 

South Carolina for an exception to a federal rule barring discrimination in federally funded child welfare 
programs, by which the administration allowed government-contracted and taxpayer-funded child welfare 
agencies in South Carolina to turn away would-be foster and adoptive parents because they do not share the 
agency’s religious beliefs ; and 3  

WHEREAS, Reps. Joe Kennedy (D-MA) and Bobby Scott (D-VA) and Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA) re-introduced the 
Do No Harm Act (H.R. 1450 and S. 593) in February, 2019 to ensure that religious freedom is a shield to protect us 

and not a sword to harm others, making clear, by law, that existing federal religious freedom laws cannot be used 

to:  
• undermine non-discrimination laws  
• deny access to health care  
• evade child welfare laws  
• circumvent workplace protections; and  

WHEREAS, as of June 4, 2019, WA State Representatives Susan DelBene (CD-1), Adam Smith (CD-9), and                
Derek Kilmer (CD-6), and Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell have signed on as co-sponsors of the Do                  
No Harm Act of 2019;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1st District Democrats support passage of the Do No Harm Act 
which would amend the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) to make it clear that existing federal religious 
freedom laws cannot be used to undermine non-discrimination laws, deny access to health care, evade child 

welfare laws or circumvent workplace protections; and  

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 1st District Democrats will send a copy of this resolution to 
our Congressional Representatives and Senators, thanking Rep. DelBene, and Senators Murray and Cantwell for 
co- sponsoring the Do No Harm Act of 2019 and encouraging Representative Larsen to sign on as a co-sponsor; 



and  

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be sent to the other 
Legislative Districts in WA State, requesting that they pass a similar resolution; and  

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be sent to the WA State 
Democratic Central Committee for consideration at the next WA State Central Committee Meeting.  

Resolution proposed by Linda Tosti-Lane, June 4, 
2019  

Recommended ‘Do Pass’ by the First LD Democrats Issues Committee, June 9, 
2019  

https://www.familyequality.org/resources/do-no-harm-act/?gclid=EAIaIQobCh
MI1_- 1dvKbR4gIVk4nICh1fGgDOEAAYASAAEgKCwPD_BwE  

https://www.aclu.org/blog/religious-liberty/using-religion-discriminate/discrimination-big-winner-justice-departmen
ts-new 2  

https://www.aclu.org/blog/religious-liberty/using-religion-discriminate/era-religious-refusals-do-no-harm-act-e
ssential 3  


